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exteriore utrinyue rotunduto, postice supra apicem p~omiiien fe, 
in niedio retuso ; columella recta, h y a ,  angusta. 

Long. -&: €lab. Mazatlan. Mus. Haiilcy. 
A siiigle individual of this exquisitely-sculptured shell was fouud 

in washing the large Spondyli aiid Pate l la  of that coast. 

5. ON THE INDIAN PHEASANTS BRED I N  THE ,J~ENAGERIE. 
BY 1). W. MITCHELL, B.A., SECRETARY TO THE SOCIETY. 

(Aves, P1. CXLVI1.-CXLIX.) 
On the 4th of July in the year i857, the survivors of a large col- 

lection of Himalayan Game Birds; which had been formed for Her  
Majesty the Queen and for the Zoological Society, were lauded a t  
Hlackwall in Mr. Green’s East Indiatnan the ‘( Prince of Wales.” 

This collection was got together by great and liberal exertions 011 
the part of the Governor-General Viscount Canning, aided by the 
zealous co-opcration of Lord William Hay, Capt. Hay, Major &am- 
say, Mr. Brian Hodgaon, Mr. Keene, Capt. James the acting Re- 
sident a t  Darjeeliug, aud other officers, to  whom the great Silver 
Medal of the Society has been presented in commemoration of their 
services. 

When the vessel left Calcutta, eight pairs of Inipeyan Pheasants 
and eight pairs of the Horned Pheasaut (Ce~iornis  melanocephala) 
were carefully stowed in proper cages ; but after having escaped the 
first danger of overpowering heat in the Bay of Bengal, they unex- 
pectedly and somewhat unaccountably relapsed into sickness, and 
died in the cool weather after crossing the line. 

The  agent of the Society, Mr. James Thompson, who had been 
sent out to take charge of the birds, notwithstanding this serious 
loss, succeeded in delivering alive and in perfect hralth four other 
very interesting species, the results olitaiired from which have fully 
equalled my most sanguine expectations as to the reproduction and 
final acclimatatioii in Europe of all the  gallinaceous birds which are 
found in the temperate and more elevated zones of the Himalaya. 

The  birds were brought down to Calcutta and shipped in the be- 
ginning of March. Their confinement during the voyage necessa- 
rily interrupted the natural period of bree.ding, ; but as sooii as they 
were established in the provisioual aviary wlnch had lxen prepared 
for them, two of the specied, GalloThasis ulbooistatus a d  Gallo- 
phasis horsje/dii ,  paired and began to lay. The eggs of the former 
were unproductive; but out of ten of the latter, iiine birds were 
hatched, were very skilfnlly reared by the personal attention of‘ the 
Superintendent, Mr. John Thompson, aricl notwithstanding the es- 
treme lateuees of the season, were SuccessfLilly preserved fhroughout 
the wiuter of 1857-58, makiug strong a i d  fiilly-tleveloped birds in 
the followiug spring. 

In the month of April 1858 the whole of the imported birds, 
having passed the winter with very slight protection, were in  full 
heiilth and vigour, a i d  laid freely. The species were as follows :- 



I, 4 .i 

W H ITE-C RESTE D KALEEGE. 
HORSFIELD'S KALEEGE. G .  ?tors$ef&k 
BLACK-BACKED KALEEGE. G .  nwlniiotics. 
CHEEK. Cutreus wallichii. 
IMPEYAN PHEASANT. Lophoplmrus iwpeyanus. 

Gallophcrsis albociistat us. 

Of the latter bird, specimens had been liviitg iu the Menagerie 
for some time, and eggs had been liatchecl iii 1854 and 1856. 

I n  1858 the five species above-mentioned produced 184 egas from 
which no less than 126 birds were hatched, and 11 1 r e a r d b  h e s e  
were, for the most part, disposed of by sale to various members of 
the Society having facilities for continuiug the experiment. 

The young birds of the species of Gallophasis closely resemble 
each other, as will be seen on comparing the figures of G .  horsJieZdii 
and G .  al6ocristatus in Plate CXLVIII. 

The  young of Lophophorus iinpeyanus and of Cutreus wallichii 
are now also figured for the first time in  Plate CXLVII .  

The Cheer is clearly distirigidied from the true Pheasant (Phn- 
eiunus), with which it was associated by its first describer, both in 
form and in the texture and coloration of its plumage. I t s  carriage 
when running, its note, and above all the coloration of tlie egg 
(Plate CXLIX. fig. 4) are additional confirmations, if any were 
necessary, of its generic difference. The egg which has been figured 
is a fair typical example ; but there are varieties in which the 
blotches nearly disappear. 

The egg of Lophophoi-us has been frequently sent from India ; 
but authc1itic:ktcd specimens of the three species of Iialecge given in 
figs. 1, 2, 3 of Plate CXLIX. have not, I believe, been recorded; 
that of Gallophasis horsjeldii, fig. 1, is easily distinguishable by the 
purplish tint of its ground, which never appears in either of the 
others. 

The perfect hardiness of these English-bred birds has been sntis- 
factorily demonstrated at IIawkestone, as far as the tenipersture of 
the past winter would admit of a trial. The Cheer, the Black-backed 
Kaleege, and the Ilorsfield's or Purple Kaleege, have lived in an en- 
closure of two acres without any shelter whatever, except that 
afforded by the hollies and other evergreeiis in which they roost ; a i d  
there is no doubt that, even in the severest weather, that protection 
will be sufficient for them, as well as for the White-crested Kaleege 
and the Lophophore. 

The present breeding-stock reserved by the Society consists of 
two pairs of Cheer, two pairs of the Purple Kaleege, two pairs of 
the White-crested Kalcege, two pairs of the Black-backed Kaleege, 
and three pairs of the Impeyau Pheasaut. I f  the succrss of last 
year is continued, the whole of these species ought to be firmly esta- 
blished in England ; and as the state of India will now admit of rc- 
sumecl importations, the Ceriomis, Pzccmsia, and Tetraogallus ought 
so011 to follow them. 
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